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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed v 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 February 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Kl Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 10, 1 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 states that the "cover fabric layer includes a length greater than that of said 
cover fabric layer." Examiner is confused since applicant is claiming that an element (cover 
fabric layer) is longer than the same element (cover fabric layer). Examiner believes that 
applicant meant to claim that the "cover fabric layer includes a length greater than that of said 
outer fabric layer." Please correct as necessary. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "said at least one pocket" in lines 3-4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner believes that the applicant 
meant to have claim 1 1 dependent from claim 4, instead of claim L Please correct as necessary. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "said retaining means" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner believes that the applicant meant to 
have claim 15 dependent from claim 14, instead of claim 13. Please correct as necessary. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one. year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-5, 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Tanaka et 
al (USPN 6813801). 

With regards to claim 1, Tanaka teaches a cleaning device comprising a cleansing cloth 
(figure 3, element 1) and a handle (figure 3 ? element 21) attached to the cleansing cloth to carry 
and operate the cleansing cloth. The cleansing cloth includes a base fabric layer (figure 6, 
elements 2 and 15), a cover fabric layer (figure 6, element 5) and a plurality of fibers (figure 6, 
elements 3, 4, 6) disposed between and secured between the base and the cover fabric layers (col 
9, lines 13-17). 

With regards to claim 2, the base fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips (figure 6, element 17) formed therein (col. 9, lines 20-22). 

With regards to claim 3, the cover fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips formed therein (col. 9, lines 40-43). 
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With regards to claim 4, there is further an outer fabric layer (element 8) attached onto 
the cover fabric layer and secured to form at least one pocket (element 20) to receive the handle 
(col. 9, lines 44-47). 

With regards to claim 5, the cleansing cloth includes two welding portions (figure 6, 
element 13) provided on the outer fabric layer and the cover fabric layer to secure the outer and 
cover fabric layer together and to form at least one pocket (col. 9, lines 27-34). There is a second 
welding portion (element 7) arranged between the two welding portions to separate the pocket 
into two pockets. 

With regards to claim 10, and how the examiner is interpreting the claim as stated above, 

i 

the cover fabric layer (element 5) is longer than the outer fabric layer (element 8). 

With regards to claim 1 1, the handle includes a fork (figure 3, element 22) having two 
arms engageable into the pocket of the cleansing cloth. 

With regards to claim 12, the handle includes at least one projection (figure 3, element 
22a) on each arm of the handle to frictionally engage the cleansing cloth. 
5. Claims 1-5, 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
(PBPub 2004/0016074). 

With regards to claim 1, Tanaka teaches a cleaning device comprising a cleansing cloth 
(figure 1, element 10) and a handle (figure 1, element 21) attached to the cleansing cloth to carry 
and operate the cleansing cloth. The cleansing cloth includes a base fabric layer (figure 2, 
element 2), a cover fabric layer (figure 1, element 1) and a plurality of fibers (figure 2, elements 
3, 4) disposed between and secured between the base and the cover fabric layers (page 3, 
paragraphs [0043-0048]). 
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With regards to claim 2, the base fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips (figure 1, element 12) formed therein ([0045]). 

With regards to claim 3, the cover fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips (figure 2, element 14) formed therein ([0046]). 

With regards to claim 4, there is further an outer fabric layer (element 5) attached onto 
the cover fabric layer and secured to form at least one pocket (element 20) to receive the handle 
([0048]). 

With regards to claim 5, the cleansing cloth includes two welding portions (figure 1, 
element 8) provided on the outer fabric layer and the cover fabric layer to secure the outer and 
cover fabric layer together and to form at least one pocket. There is a second welding portion 
(element 7) arranged between the two welding portions to separate the pocket into two pockets. 

With regards to claim 9, the cleansing cloth includes one end having a welding portion 
provided thereon, to form a closed end for the pocket (figure 4, element 44). 

With regards to claim 10, and how the examiner is interpreting the claim as stated above, 
the cover fabric layer (element 1) is longer than the outer fabric layer (element 5). 

With regards to claim 1 1, the handle includes a fork (figure 1, element 22) having two 
arms engageable into the pocket of the cleansing cloth. 

With regards to claim 12, the handle includes at least one projection (figure 1, element 
24) on each ami of the handle to frictionally engage the cleansing cloth. 
6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hayden (USPN 
823725). 
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With regards to claim 1, Hayden teaches a cleaning device comprising a cleansing cloth 
(figure 1, element C) and a handle (figure 1, element A) attached to the cleansing cloth to carry 
and operate the cleansing cloth. The cleansing cloth includes a base fabric layer (figure 3, upper 
element c), a cover fabric layer (figure 1, lower element c) and a plurality of fibers (figure 3, 
element f) disposed between and secured between the base and the cover fabric layers. 

With regards to claim 2, the base fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips (figure 1) formed therein. 

With regards to claim 3, the cover fabric layer includes at least one side having a plurality 
of strips (figure 1) formed therein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
■ manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka et al 

(USPN 6813801) in view of O'Brien (USPN 1922450). 

Tanaka teaches all the essential elements of the claimed invention as stated above 
however fails to teach that two second welding portions are provided on the outer and cover 
fabric layers. Tanaka also fails to teach a cut line partially formed between the second welding 
portions to allow the pockets to be separated. 

O'Brien teaches a cleaning device comprising a cleaning cloth (figure 1, element 4) and a 
handle (figure 1, element 5). The handle includes a fork (figure 1, element 3) having two arms 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,944 Page 7 

Art Unit: 1744 

engageable with the cleaning cloth. The cleaning cloth is split or cut (figure 1, element 7) in a 
location between the two arms of the handle. The slit is done by bifurcating or splitting the 
fibers that couple the cloth together in one piece. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to split the material between the arms of the handle on Tanaka's invention so that the 
cleansing cloth can clean on or around thin rods or poles. In order for this splitting to occur on 
Tanaka's invention the second welding portions must comprise two separate welding portions so 
that when the cut is made, there are still two complete pockets. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have two second welding portions located between 
the other welding portions so that when cut, the two pockets will remain in fully tact and the 
arms of the handle will be secure within each pocket. 

8. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka 
(PGPub 2004/0016074) in view of O'Brien (USPN 1922450). 

Tanaka teaches all the essential elements of the claimed invention as stated above 
however fails to teach that two second welding portions are provided on the outer and cover 
fabric layers. Tanaka also fails to teach a cut line partially formed between the second welding 
portions to allow the pockets to be separated. 

O'Brien teaches a cleaning device comprising a cleaning cloth (figure 1, element 4) and a 
handle (figure 1, element 5). The handle includes a fork (figure 1, element 3) having two arms 
engageable with the cleaning cloth. The cleaning cloth is split or cut (figure 1, element 7) in a 
location between the two arms of the handle. The slit is done by bifurcating or splitting the 
fibers that couple the cloth together in one piece. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to split the material between the arms of the handle on Tanaka's invention so that the 
cleansing cloth can clean on or around thin rods or poles. In order for this splitting to occur on 
Tanaka's invention the second welding portions must comprise two separate welding portions so 
that when the cut is made, there are still two complete pockets. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have two second welding portions located between 
the other welding portions so that when cut, the two pockets will remain in fully tact and the 
arms of the handle will be secure within each pocket. 

9. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka et 
al. (USPN 6813801) in view of Owen et al. (USPN 41 16205). 

Tanaka teaches all the essential elements of the claimed invention however fails to teach 
that the handle includes a hand grip that is pivotally attached to the fork. 

Owen teaches a foldable hairbrush comprising a handle having a hand grip (figure 2, 
element 12) and a brushing portion (figure2, element 15). The hand grip is pivotally (figure 7, 
elements 79, 81) attached to the brushing portion. There is further a means for retaining the hand 
grip (figure 7, elements 83, 85) in an outwardly extending position. The means for retaining 
comprise a notch formed in the brush portion and a catch formed in the hand grip. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to reverse the 
location of the notch and the catch so that the catch was on the brush portion and the notch was 
on the hand grip since reversing parts is a modification that is considered to be within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art to follow. In re Gazda (104 USPQ 400, 402). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the handle of Tanaka pivot as taught by Owen so that the cleaning device can 
be compacted and stored without taking up a lot of space. 

10. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka 
(PGPub 2004/0016074) in view of Owen et al.-(USPN 41 16205). 

Tanaka teaches all the essential elements of the claimed invention however fails to teach 
that the handle includes a hand grip that is pivotally attached to the fork. 

Owen teaches a foldable hairbrush comprising a handle having a hand grip (figure 2, 
element 12) and a brushing portion (figure2 3 element 15). The hand grip is pivotally (figure 7, 
elements 79, 81) attached to the brushing portion. There is further a means for retaining the hand 
grip (figure 7, elements 83, 85) in an outwardly extending position. The means for retaining 
comprise a notch formed in the brush portion and a catch formed in the hand grip. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to reverse the 
location of the notch and the. catch so that the catch was on the brush portion and the notch was 
on the hand grip since reversing parts is a modification that is considered to be within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art to follow. In re Gazda (104 USPQ 400, 402). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the handle of Tanaka pivot as taught by Owen so that the cleaning device can 
be compacted and stored without taking up a lot of space. 
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Conclusion 



11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shay L Balsis whose telephone number is 571-272-1268. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 M-Th, alternating F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Kim can be reached on 571-272-1 142. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sib 

3/15/05 




ROBERT J. WARDEN, SR. 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



